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Newspapers can be found all over the place!
 Libraries
 Archives
 Historical societies
 Library of Congress
 Microfilmed by the Family History Center
 Digitized and online
 Indexed and online
Newspapers come and go.
• First newspaper regularly published was the Boston News-Letter in 1704
• In 1950 there were 1772 daily newspapers
• In 2000 there were 1480 daily newspapers
• Many small towns still publish a weekly or bi-weekly paper
Newspapers may be found in many different forms
 Microfilm and microfiche
 Digitized and online
 Transcribed into books
 Original copies in some libraries and archives
Researchers need to determine exactly what is and is not available.
Determine whether a newspaper existed for the desired time and location.
Newspaper research checklist
Don’t believe everything you read!
Remember, newspapers are secondary sources. (A secondary source is a record created
after the event by a person who was not at the event.)
Search for a primary source to prove the event. (A primary source is a record created at
or near the time of the event by a person with first-hand knowledge of the event)
Only a fraction of the historic newspapers are visible online.
Many companies are digitizing newspapers and publishing then online.
Set up a Google Alert for the topic, location and newspaper you want.
When Google finds a match, it will send you an email with a link to the webpage.
Preplanning will lead to a more successful conclusion.
• Identify what you want to find
• Determine the timeframe
• List the location(s)
• Attach a family group sheet
• May include a timeline
• Research Worksheet – handout
Identify newspapers that fit your criteria.
Which newspapers exited at the time and place you wish to search?
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When you locate the article, be sure to copy the source of the information.
• Title of paper
• Date
• Page number
• Name of repository
• Microfilm roll number
• Online database
➢ One suggestion is to make a copy of the front page of the paper for historical
perspective.
➢ Start with Big Picture Websites
1. Stanford Newspaper Visualization
o www.stanford.edu/group/ruralwest/cgibin/drupal/visualizations/us_newspapers
2. Newspaper Map
o www.newspapermap.com
o Newspaper May is spelling and case sensitive
3. World Cat-largest network of library content & services
o www.worldcat.org
➢ Online Digitized Free Newspaper Collections
o 50 States
o Chronicling America
o Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research
o Google News Archive
o Heritage Quest
o HistoryBuff.com
o Legacy: National Obituary Registry Service
o Lexis Nexis
o National Obituary Archives
o Newspaper Abstracts
o Newspaper Indexes Online
o Obituaries Help
o The Olden Times – Newspaper Genealogy Archives
o Proquest
o Rag Linen
o Small Town Papers
o USNPL
➢ Online Digitized Newspaper Collections $$$
• Ancestry
• American Ancestors, NEHGS

• Fold3
• Genealogy Bank
• The Godfrey Library
• News in History
• World Vital Records
• News Library
• Obits Archive (free search, $ for full article
• Paper of Record
➢ Resources for newspapers published
• Gales Directory to Publications (Ayers)
• Union lists
• 1. Clarence Brigham: History & Bibliograph of American Newspapers, 1690-1820
• 2. Gregory: American Newspapers, 1821-1926
• 3. Library of Congress: Newspapers on Microfilm
• 4. Evans: American Bibliography: A Chronological Dictionary of all Books,
Pamphlets & Periodicals Printed in U.S., 1639-1820, 12 volumes
➢ Family History Library Catalog
➢ Newspaper Research Strategies
1. Always check the papers from the county seat. This is the paper that will print legal
notice.
2. Check local paper on 25th, 40th or 50th anniversaries of your ancestor’s marriage.
3. Read papers at the end of the year. Small papers may recap events from throughout
the year.
4. Abbreviations:
inst. – same month
ult. – previous month

